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Have you ever gone back to your hometown 
to show family or friends where you lived as  
a child? It is a nostalgic trip that a great many 
of us have had the privilege to experience. 
Not Vivian Gibson. Her childhood home, and 
the entire neighborhood where she spent her 
young life, is gone. It was demolished when 
she was still a child. 
 

Yet despite that horrible circumstance, Ms. 
Gibson recalls her childhood in warm, loving, 
almost idyllic terms. Most of her neighbors in 
Mill Creek were poor, many living in homes without  
running water or indoor plumbing. But she and her  
siblings didn’t seem to know they were poor, and they 
flourished in their home and neighborhood under  
the watchful eyes of their parents and grandparents. 
 

In a 2021 article, The Los Angeles Review of Books called 
her book, The Last Children of Mill Creek, “joyful, nostalgic, 
mischievous—a love letter to Gibson’s childhood.“  
 

And it is The Last Children of Mill Creek—this true story  
of Vivian Gibson growing up in segregated 1950s St. Louis—
that St. Timothy’s Ministry on Racial Reconciliation (MORR) 
invites you to read with us as a  parish.  
 
On the author’s website, it states that “Vivian Gibson is a 
native St. Louisan who grew up in Mill Creek Valley…  In  
her moving memoir, Gibson recreates the everyday lived 
experiences of the Ross family, including her seven siblings, 
her crafty college-educated mother, who moved to St. Louis 
as part of the Great Migration, and her at-times forbidding 
father, who worked two jobs to keep them all warm and 
fed. With an eye for telling detail, she sketches scenes 
populated by her friends, shop owners, teachers, and  
others who made Mill Creek into a warm, tight-knit,  
African-American community, and reflects upon what it 

means that  
Mill Creek was 
destroyed in the 
name of racism 
disguised as 
‘progress.’" 
 

A 2021 article in 
the London Times 
Literary Supple-
ment titled “Born 
and Razed: 

Remembering a Lost Community,” discusses 
the type of destruction that many African-
American neighborhoods, like Vivian Gibson’s 
Mill Creek, experienced. It states: “In the 
1950s and 60s, cities across the United States 
razed supposedly blighted neighbourhoods in 
the name of “urban renewal.” These federally 
funded demolitions displaced more than a 
million people and often ‘destroyed tight-knit 
communities’... One such community was Mill 
Creek, a Black enclave in St. Louis, Missouri;  
in the late 1950s, it met with wrecking balls 
that ‘permanently destroyed a viable urban 
neighborhood of more than 20,000 people,’  

as Vivian Gibson puts it in The Last Children of Mill Creek.  
 

This memoir offers a rare view of a since-levelled mid-
century community through the eyes of one of the last 
children to live there. The seventh of eight siblings, Gibson 
was still in primary school when her family left Mill Creek, 
just before its demise, for a bigger house in another part  
of the city. Writing her book at the age of seventy, she 
supplemented her early experiences with research on  
both the area and her family, drawing on letters, documents 
and conversations with relatives. As a result, she’s able to 
contextualize her memories within the history of her family, 
and her family within the history of St. Louis and the United 
States.” https://www.the-tls.co.uk/articles/the-last-children
-of-mill-creek-vivian-gibson-review-megan-marz/ 
 

MORR invites you to read this amazing book with our 
parish, then come to St. Timothy’s and meet the author 
herself! On Sunday, October 2, Vivian Gibson will make a 
presentation, answer questions, and help us better 
understand her life experience. 

All Parish Book Read: The Last Children of Mill Creek 

Please join us on 
Sunday, October 2, from 5 - 7 pm  
at St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church  

as we welcome 
 

Vivian Gibson, author of 
The Last Children of Mill Creek 

 

for a presentation by the author,  
Q&A, and small group discussions.  

Come early for a light dinner at 4:30 pm  
RSVP to St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church 

at: saint.tims.office@gmail.com  

https://hubblecontent.osi.office.net/contentsvc/browse?secureurl=1&fb=1&p=0&t=0&a=1&idp=live&lid=2&taskpane=0&ht=0&license=PerpetualCommercialPro2019&lcid=1033&syslcid=1033&uilcid=1033&app=10&ver=16&tl=2&build=16.0.15330&searchtype=Image&cfd=0&moss=0&ins=1&al
https://hubblecontent.osi.office.net/contentsvc/browse?secureurl=1&fb=1&p=0&t=0&a=1&idp=live&lid=2&taskpane=0&ht=0&license=PerpetualCommercialPro2019&lcid=1033&syslcid=1033&uilcid=1033&app=10&ver=16&tl=2&build=16.0.15330&searchtype=Image&cfd=0&moss=0&ins=1&al
mailto:saint.tims.office@gmail.com

