
Good Samaritan 
Episcopal Church

Fresh From the Field
What can a new church plant share with 
existing congregations 



The Town of Brownsburg 

● Crossroads market 
town turning into 
suburb

● Highly rated school 
system

● About 12 mi NW of 
the circle

● Only half built out



Farm fields turning into new neighborhoods



Some fields turning into large churches



There was a sign...



The Priest is in...



Joining God in the Neighborhood

● Who’s falling between the cracks of the 
“systems”?

● Who’s lonely?
● Who’s on free or reduced lunch?
● Who doesn’t fit in?
● Who is longing for community?
● Who are the new people moving in? Who’s 

moving out? Why?



First Gathering



Good Samaritan Episcopal Church is a growing 
community of open-minded Christians who strive to 
do what Jesus teaches: to love, serve, and include all 
people without exception. We are building a joyful, 
courageous, diverse, and creative fellowship that puts 
faith into action. We gather to celebrate together, to 
grow in faith, and to go beyond our walls to connect 
with and serve our neighbors.



Prayer & learning in public spaces



Targeted advertising



Community Festivals - cars, info & raffle



Church out of the box - giving & blessing



Pride Parade - with the HS Equality Alliance



What’s God up to in your community?

● Are there people in this neighborhood who have found a way to share 
a life of love together here? How do we connect with them?

● Are there people leading movements toward reconciliation and 
renewal here? How do we get to know them?

● Are there people living on behalf of justice with the marginalized and 
poor here? How might we learn more about them and their work?

● Are there people entering into relational forms of civic and economic 
life here? Could we share in what they are doing?

● Are there people creating reciprocal relationships of care here? How 
are we connecting with these people?



1 to 1’s:  Whom should you talk to?

● Guidance counselors 
● Estate and Family Law attorneys 
● CrossFit instructors 
● Bank tellers
● Yoga teachers
● Librarians (including those at the service desk)
● Radio Station Owners
● Newspaper Reporters 
● Interior Decorators
● Town Development Officers
● School District Communications Coordinator



1 to 1’s:  What do you talk about?

● Tell me the story of how you became a _______. 
● What does that mean for your life now?
● What’s the main thing you’re up to in your organization?
● Who are your s/heroes?
● You seem angry/passionate/convicted about that. Where did that 

come from? 
● What are you going to do about that anger/passion/conviction?
● If money were no object, what would you do?
● What’s next for you?
● Who else should I speak with?



Partners: Celebrating Service 

● Celebrate and 
bless their 
ministry / passion 
/ service

● Learn and serve
● Share with friends 

& family on social 
media

● Leveraging their 
contacts



Trans 101 - community workshop



Service in Action: Show & Share 

● Keep connected 
with people who 
may be away 
from church

● People checking 
Good Sam’s out 
can see for 
themselves

● People share with 
friends & family



Social Media: Real People & Real Stories



● Who lives within a 
15 minute drive 
time?

● What is changing?
● What are the 

trends?
● What are the 

needs in the 
community 
around you?

What can we learn about our community?



● Learn more about 
different segments of the 
population 

● Who might be seeking a 
faith community like 
yours?

● Is that segment growing?
● What are their concerns, 

preferences?
● How might you connect 

with them?

Insights



Technology 



Joining God in the Neighborhood
● Who’s falling between the cracks of the 

“systems”?
● Who’s lonely?
● Who’s on free or reduced lunch?
● Who doesn’t fit in?
● Who is longing for a community focused on 

following a loving, liberating, life-giving God?
● What’s new in your neighborhood? New 

restaurants, businesses.
● Who are the new people moving in? Who’s 

moving out? Why?


