
First Fridays:
Sharing our Stories

Friday, Sept. 9, 2022
1 - 2 p.m.



Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so 
move every human heart, that barriers which divide us may 
crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our 
divisions being healed, we may live in justice and peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Judges 3:15-25
15 But when the Israelites cried out to the Lord, the Lord raised up for them a deliverer, Ehud son of 
Gera, the Benjaminite, a left-handed man. The Israelites sent tribute by him to King Eglon of Moab. 
16 Ehud made for himself a sword with two edges, a cubit in length; and he fastened it on his right 
thigh under his clothes. 17 Then he presented the tribute to King Eglon of Moab. Now Eglon was a 
very fat man. 18 When Ehud had finished presenting the tribute, he sent the people who carried the 
tribute on their way. 19 But he himself turned back at the sculptured stones near Gilgal, and said, ‘I 
have a secret message for you, O king.’ So the king said,[a] ‘Silence!’ and all his attendants went out 
from his presence. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=judges+3%3A15-25&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-6588a


20 Ehud came to him, while he was sitting alone in 
his cool roof-chamber, and said, ‘I have a message 
from God for you.’ So he rose from his seat. 21 

Then Ehud reached with his left hand, took the 
sword from his right thigh, and thrust it into 
Eglon’s[b] belly; 22 the hilt also went in after the 
blade, and the fat closed over the blade, for he did 
not draw the sword out of his belly; and the dirt 
came out.[c] 23 Then Ehud went out into the 
vestibule,[d] and closed the doors of the 
roof-chamber on him, and locked them.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=judges+3%3A15-25&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-6590b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=judges+3%3A15-25&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-6591c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=judges+3%3A15-25&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-6592d


24 After he had gone, the servants came. When 
they saw that the doors of the roof-chamber were 
locked, they thought, ‘He must be relieving 
himself[e] in the cool chamber.’ 25 So they waited 
until they were embarrassed. When he still did not 
open the doors of the roof-chamber, they took the 
key and opened them. There was their lord lying 
dead on the floor.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=judges+3%3A15-25&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-6593e
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● Your church website
● Social media
● Preaching

● Outreach events
● Event promotions
● Small groups
● Volunteer recruiting



Tips for good storytelling:
● Journalism rules: Who, What, Where, When, Why, How
● Use direct quotes
● Include pictures
● Edit, edit, edit! (Don’t make stories too long)
● Use a variety of storytelling platforms
● Create a team of storytellers



Storytelling Resources: 
● www.episcopalchurch.org
● www.episcopalchurch.org/resource-library
● https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/racial-reconciliation/

beloved-community-storysharing/

http://www.episcopalchurch.org
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/resource-library
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/racial-reconciliation/beloved-community-storysharing/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/racial-reconciliation/beloved-community-storysharing/


Storytelling Resources: 
● https://servehq.church/blog/storytelling-improve-church-communications/
● https://reachrightstudios.com/churches-can-use-storytelling/

https://servehq.church/blog/storytelling-improve-church-communications/
https://reachrightstudios.com/churches-can-use-storytelling/

