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Discernment Report Concerning Holy Orders (DSC3)
Name of Seeker: _______________________________________________  

Seeker’s Congregation and City:  ___________________________________________

Report Date:  _______________________________________________

Dates the Committee met (month/day/year):

SECTION I
The Discernment committee believes, after prayer and reflection, 

· that the Seeker possesses charisms that are best manifested in the order of the Laity 
· that the Seeker possesses charisms which are best manifested in the Priesthood

· that the Seeker possesses charisms which are best manifested in the Diaconate

· that the Seeker has a call to holy orders, and/or the religious life, and ask that the Bishop and Commission on Ministry assist in defining that call.
Congregational Discernment Group Members: 

Signatures:




Printed Names:

SECTION II
Instructions:  This section should reflect the consensus of the Discernment Committee.  Please offer specific examples as appropriate.  Please type.

1. How does the Seeker understand what it means to be a baptized Christian?

2. Describe the Seeker’s spiritual life and regular spiritual disciplines.

3. How has the Seeker expressed his or her faith in the life of his or her community of faith?

4. How has the Seeker manifested his or her faith in life outside of the church?

5. How has the Seeker shown qualities of leadership in his or her life?
6. What are the Seeker’s greatest strengths (in skills, experience, and passions)?

7. What are the Seeker’s opportunities for growth?

8. What would holy orders add to the Seeker’s ability to live into his or her life as a Christian?

9. How would holy orders limit the Seeker’s future ministry, especially given that he or she is likely to be asked to leave his or her home congregation?

Are there any additional issues that you would like to include in this report?

SECTION III

Instructions:  Each member of the Discernment Committee is asked to prepare a brief (half page to a page) response to the following questions.  Please type and sign.

1. How long have you known the Seeker, and in what capacity?

2. What was, for you, the most important moment in the Discernment process?

3. How was the Seeker revealed to you through the process of Discernment?  What sort of person did they show themselves to be?

4. What aspect of the Seeker’s life, work and passions most excites you with regard to their future ministries in the church?

5. Are there any additional issues that you would like to include in this report?

 
SECTION IV
Seeker’s Signature

I have read and understood the Report.  I pray that I will take it to heart and understand that discernment is a lifelong process.
Signature of Seeker ____________________________________ Date: ______________


Author: Discernment committee�Recipients: Seeker, Priest-in-charge and COM
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