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THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE     
 

Scattered into the world we gather together as God's people in worship. We bring the fragments of our lives to be healed and 
made whole in Christ as we gather in community.  
 
Welcome to Christ Church Cathedral in the Episcopal Diocese of Missouri. We gather from intimate rural parishes and 
sprawling urban ones, long time church members and those new to the faith to celebrate a new verse in a song that has been 
ringing through eternity. As we gather, we bring our diverse gifts: gifts of music, dance, prophecy, teaching, preaching, and 
friendship. We present these gifts in the form of our most precious offering to God, our very selves, that all that we do may be 
for God’s glory in the unity of Christ’s church. 
 

 

THE LIGHTING & BLESSING OF THE NEW FIRE 
A fire is kindled. The Presider blesses the newly lit fire. 
Presider  Dear friends in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior Jesus Christ passed from death to life, we 

gather with all the Church throughout the world in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of Jesus Christ. 
Through light and word, through water, bread and wine we celebrate the new life that Christ shares with 
us.  

 
Presider  God is with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
Presider  Thank you, God, for the gift of your light —shining on the first day of creation, guiding us through the 

wilderness, leading us to the land of promise. You sent Jesus, light of the world, to be our way of truth and 
life. Help us to follow him each day and rest in him each night until at last we come to live with you in 
endless light. Through Jesus Christ our Lord and with the Holy Spirit we give you honor and glory, now 
and always. Amen. 

 
As the Paschal Candle is lit, the Deacon says.  
Deacon May the light of Christ, rising in glory, illumine our hearts and minds. Amen.  
 
Children from throughout the Diocese of Missouri spread the light of Christ.   
The light of Christ. Thanks be to God.  

 
 
The Dean of Christ Church Cathedral offers a prayer for the new light.  
Dean  Joyous light of heav'nly glory, loving glow of God's own face, 
You who sing creation's story, Shine on ev'ry land and race. 
Now as evening falls around us, we shall raise our songs to you. 
God of daybreak, God of shadows, come and light our hearts anew. 
In the stars that grace the darkness, in the blazing sun of dawn, 
in the light of peace and wisdom, we can hear your quiet song. 
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THE EXSULTET  
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD  
Presider  People of God, we have begun our solemn vigil, let us now listen to the word of God, recalling the acts 

throughout history by which God set people free; and how, in the fullness of time, God sent Jesus Christ 
to be our redeemer. 

 

THE STORIES OF SALVATION  
 
Narrator  
Come. My name is Debbie Nelson Link and I will be your story telling for tonight. Tonight we embark on a 
wonderful journey a journey that will take us to places before time to discover God’s love for us and for all of 
creation.  
 
Tonight, as the Church throughout the world, we gather to hear once again the story of salvation. We listen with 
care and confidence to the stories of stories. Stories have shaped the Church and all of God’s people from before 
time and stories continue to inspire and challenge us today. Our story of salvation begins in darkness.  
 
Our story of stories begins at the beginning, the very beginning when all was darkness. God dwelled in the beauty 
and holiness of darkness. Love, like a flower, grew, budded, and bloomed in the deep darkness before everything 
that is had been. God’s love permeated the darkness and filled it with essence of the Divine. When that love, the 
very being of God, had grown and expanded beyond measure God spoke: “Let there be…”  
 
 
THE CREATION  from God’s Trombones by James Weldon Johnson   
 
And God stepped out on space, 
And he looked around and said: 
I'm lonely— 
I'll make me a world. 
And far as the eye of God could see 
Darkness covered everything, 
Blacker than a hundred midnights 
Down in a cypress swamp. 
Then God smiled, 
And the light broke, 
And the darkness rolled up on one side, 
And the light stood shining on the other, 
And God said: That's good! 
Then God reached out and took the light in his hands, 
And God rolled the light around in his hands 
Until he made the sun; 
And he set that sun a-blazing in the heavens. 
And the light that was left from making the sun 
God gathered it up in a shining ball 
And flung it against the darkness, 
Spangling the night with the moon and stars. 
Then down between 
The darkness and the light 
He hurled the world; 
And God said: That's good! 

Then God himself stepped down— 
And the sun was on his right hand, 
And the moon was on his left; 
The stars were clustered about his head, 
And the earth was under his feet. 
And God walked, and where he trod 
His footsteps hollowed the valleys out 
And bulged the mountains up. 
Then he stopped and looked and saw 
That the earth was hot and barren. 
So God stepped over to the edge of the world 
And he spat out the seven seas— 
He batted his eyes, and the lightnings flashed— 
He clapped his hands, and the thunders rolled— 
And the waters above the earth came down, 
The cooling waters came down. 
Then the green grass sprouted, 
And the little red flowers blossomed, 
The pine tree pointed his finger to the sky, 
And the oak spread out his arms, 
The lakes cuddled down in the hollows of the ground, 
And the rivers ran down to the sea; 
And God smiled again, 
And the rainbow appeared, 
And curled itself around his shoulder. 
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Then God raised his arm and he waved his hand 
Over the sea and over the land, 
And he said: Bring forth! Bring forth! 
And quicker than God could drop his hand, 
Fishes and fowls 
And beasts and birds 
Swam the rivers and the seas, 
Roamed the forests and the woods, 
And split the air with their wings. 
And God said: That's good! 
Then God walked around, 
And God looked around 
On all that he had made. 
He looked at his sun, 
And he looked at his moon, 
And he looked at his little stars; 
He looked on his world 
With all its living things, 
And God said: I'm lonely still. 
Then God sat down— 
On the side of a hill where he could think; 

By a deep, wide river he sat down; 
With his head in his hands, 
God thought and thought, 
Till he thought: I'll make me a human! 
Up from the bed of the river 
God scooped the clay; 
And by the bank of the river 
He kneeled him down; 
And there the great God Almighty 
Who lit the sun and fixed it in the sky, 
Who flung the stars to the most far corner of the night, 
Who rounded the earth in the middle of his hand; 
This great God, 
Like a mammy bending over her baby, 
Kneeled down in the dust 
Toiling over a lump of clay 
Till he shaped it in is his own image; 
Then into it he blew the breath of life, 
And human became a living soul.

 
 
HYMN: CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT 
Verse Longing for light, we wait in darkness 
Longing for truth, we turn to You. 
Make us Your own, Your holy people 
Light for the world to see. 
 
REFRAIN 

 
 
 
 
Leader  Let us pray.       
Silence is kept for a time.  
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we 
may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Narrator 
After the creation, God’s people grew and multiplied and filled the earth. Hundreds of years later God’s people, 
the Israelites, found themselves captives in the land of Egypt.  Anew Pharaoh had forgotten Joseph son of Jacob 
and his blessing in times of famine. The Israelites multiplied and pharaoh enslaved them. Afraid of an uprising, 
he ordered that all Hebrew sons should be cast into the Nile at birth. But one baby boy escapes this fate: the 
Hebrew Moses grew up in Pharaoh’s household. When adult Moses took the life an abusive Egyptian slave driver, 
he flees the land of Midian. Forty years later, God appears to Moses as a burning bush and sends him to deliver 
Israel from the hand of Pharaoh. “Then the Lord said, ‘I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; 
I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to 
deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing 
with milk and honey. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress 
them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.’ 
 
 
ISRAEL’S DELIVERANCE AT THE RED SEA from God’s Trombones by James Weldon Johnson   
  
And God said: Go again, Moses, 
and say once more to Pharaoh, 
Thus saith the Lord God of the Hebrews, 
Let my people go. 
And Moses worked many signs and wonders. 
But Pharaoh's heart was hardened, 
And he would not, 
No, he would not  
Let God's people go. 
 
And God rained down plagues on Egypt. 
Plagues of frogs and lice and locusts. 
Plagues of blood and boils and darkness. 
But ev'ry time God moved the plague 
Old Pharaoh's heart was hardened, 
And he would not, 
No, he would not, 
Let God's people go. 
 
Then the Lord said: Listen, Moses, 
The God of Israel will not be mocked. 
This very night about midnight, 
I'll pass over Egypt land, 
In my righteous wrath will I pass over, 
And smite their first-born dead. 
 
And God that night passed over. 
And a cry went up out of Egypt. 
And Pharaoh rose in the middle of the night 
And he sent in a hurry for Moses. 
And he said: Go forth from among my people, 
You and all the Hebrew Children; 
Take your goods and take your flocks, 

And get away from the land of Egypt. 
So Moses led them out, 
And God went on before, 
A guiding pillar of cloud by day, 
And a pillar of fire by night. 
And they journeyed on in the wilderness, 
And came down to the Red Sea.  
 
In the morning, 
Oh, in the morning, 
They missed the Hebrew Children. 
Four hundred years, 
Four hundred years 
They'd held them down in Egypt land. 
Held them under the driver's lash, 
Working without money and without price. 
And it might have been Pharaoh's wife that said: 
Pharaoh, look what you've done. 
You let those Hebrew Children go, 
And who's going to serve us now? 
Who's going to make our bricks and mortar? 
Who's going to plant and plow our corn? 
Who's going to get up in the chill of the morning? 
And who's going to work in the blazing sun? 
Pharaoh, tell me that! 
 
And Pharaoh called his soldiers. 
And they hitched up all the chariots of war, 
And twenty-four hundred horses. 
And the chariots all were full of men, 
With swords and shields 
And shiny spears 
And battle bows and arrows. 
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And Pharaoh and his army  
Pursued the Hebrew Children 
To the edge of the Red Sea. 
 
Now, the Children of Israel, looking back,  
Saw Pharaoh's army coming. 
And they lost all faith, 
The Children of Israel lost all hope; 
Deep Red Sea in front of them 
And Pharoah's host behind. 
And they mumbled and grumbled among themselves 
And wailed aloud to Moses: 
Were there no graves in Egypt?  
 
But Moses said: 
Stand still!  Stand still! 
And see the Lord's salvation. 
For the Lord God of Israel will not forsake his people. 
The Lord will break the chariots and the horsemen. 
He'll break great Egypt's sword and shield. 
This day he'll make proud Pharaoh know 
Who is the God of Israel. 

 
And Moses lifted up his rod 
Over the Red Sea; 
And God with a blast of his nostrils 
Blew the waters apart, 
And the waves rolled back and stood up in a pile, 
And left a path through the middle of the sea 
Dry as the sands of the desert. 
And the Children of Israel all crossed over  
On to the other side. 
 
When Pharaoh saw them crossing dry, 
He dashed on in behind them- 
Old Pharaoh got about half way cross, 
And God unlashed the waters, 
And the waves rushed back together, 
And Pharaoh and all his army got lost, 
And all his host got drownded. 
And Moses sang and Miriam danced, 
And the people shouted for joy, 
And they journeyed on 
Till they reached the promised land. 

 
HYMN: CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT 
Longing for peace, our world is troubled 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 

 
 
 
Leader  Let us pray.       
Silence is kept for a time.  
O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by the power of your 
mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by 
the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, 
and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Narrator 
The Israelites leave Egypt and make their way to Mount Sinai, where God gives the law to Moses. God makes a 
covenant with the nation of Israel and the generations to come: because God rescued them from Egypt, Israel is to 
observe God’s commandments. God speaks the Ten Commandments directly to the whole nation of Israel, and 
relays specific ordinances to Moses on the mountain. But already things aren’t going as planned. While God is 
giving Moses laws for the people, the people start worshiping a golden calf. Moses pleads with God on Israel’s 
behalf, and the nation is given another go at keeping God’s commands. 
 
Many years would pass, and God’s people have scattered and gathered and now find themselves in exile, away 
from the familiar people and places of their home. God sends a messenger, a prophet to remind the people that 
they have not been forgotten or abandoned. The prophet Ezekiel speaks a word of comfort and hope to the 
people of God… 
 
 

THE VALLEY OF THE DRY BONES          Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a 
valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry.  
 
He said to me,  "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." Then he said to me,  "Prophesy to these 
bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath 
to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and 
put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD." So I prophesied as I had been commanded; 
and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there 
were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he 
said to me,  "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live."  I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came 
into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me,  
 
"Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 
completely.' Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up 
from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when 
I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I 
will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD. 
 
 
HYMN: CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT 
Verse Longing for food, many are hungry 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us Your bread, broken for others 
Shared until all are fed. 
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Leader  Let us pray.       
Silence is kept for a time.  
Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into righteousness and out of death 
into life: Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the will and the power to proclaim you to all the 
world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
Narrator 
Have you noticed that God has been in love with all the people since before creation? No matter how many times 
we have walked away from God, rejected God, refused God or simply turn our backs on God, the Eternal One 
has never given up on us.  
 
Many year after Ezekiel and the valley of the dry bones, when the people of God find themselves at their lowest 
point, when every thing they knew and held dear was lost once more, God spoke. God called again on one of the 
prophets, but this time with a pledge and a promise. The people who had felt neglected and afraid were to take 
heart, find new courage and discover that Love Eternal is indeed eternal.  
 
 

GOD DWELLS WITH ISRAEL                Zephaniah 3:12-20 

Read in three voices. 
I will take you from the nations, 
and gather you from all the countries, 
and bring you into your own land. 
I will sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, 
and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 
A new heart I will give you, 
and a new spirit I will put within you; 
and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and  
give you a heart of flesh. 
I will put my spirit within you, 
And make you follow my statutes 
and be careful to observe my ordinances. 
Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors; 
and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 

 
HYMN: CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT 
Verse  Many the gift, many the people 
Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another 
Making Your kingdom come. 
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Leader  Let us pray.       
Silence is kept for a time.  
God our provider, by the power of your Word your create all things, and by your Spirit you renew the earth; give 
now the water of life to all who thirst for you, and nourish at your table all who hunger for you, that our lives may 
bear the abundant fruit of your love; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
Narrator 
God has been. God is. God will be. That is the message we have heard from before the beginning of time. God 
has always dwelt with humanity to guide and comfort in times of trial and to motivate and equip in times of 
comfort. We see the hand of the Eternal One at work throughout the story of stories. And now that love, a love 
that was before time, became flesh in the person of Jesus Christ. In Jesus we see God’s unfenced love come to 
earth to show us how much God has been in loved with us. Through Jesus’ teaching and preaching, healing and 
comforting we see that nothing can separate us from God’s infinite love in Jesus Christ. Not even death could 
hold on to God’s immense love.  
 
Tonight we are reminded once again… God has been. God is. God will be. 

 
 
 
EASTER ACCLAMATION & GLORIA 
 
Presider  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
People Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Presider  God is with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Presider  Let us pray  
Eternal Giver of light and life, this holy night shines with the radiance of the risen Christ; renew your Church 
with the Spirit given to us in baptism, that we may worship you in sincerity and truth, and shine as your light in 
the world; through Jesus Christ, your First-born, who is alive with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
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A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE ROMANS 6:3-11 
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been 
buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too 
might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in 
a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we 
might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we 
will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion 
over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
At the end of the reading the reader says: 
Reader Hear what the Holy Spirit is telling God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 
 
CARIBBEAN ALLELUIA:  

 

 
 
 
THE PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL 
Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark .  
People  Glory to you, O Christ.  
 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go 
and anoint Jesus. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been 
saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?" When they looked up, they saw that 
the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a 
white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, "Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus 
of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his 
disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you." So they went out and 
fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
 
At the end of the Gospel the Presider says 
Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord.  
People  Praise to you, O Christ.  
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REFLECTION                    THE RIGHT REVEREND DEON K. JOHNSON  
BISHOP OF MISSOURI  

 
 
THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 
We gather at the font to be reminded of our Baptism into the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  
Presider  God is with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
Presider  We thank you God for your love in all creation, especially for your gift of water to sustain, refresh and 

cleanse all life. We thank you that through the waters of baptism you cleanse us, renew us by your Spirit 
and raise us to new life. In the new covenant we are made members of your Church and share in your 
eternal kingdom. We pray that all who have passed through the waters of baptism may continue for ever 
in the risen life of Christ. Through Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all praise and thanks be yours, 
Redeemer God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
BAPTISM RENEWAL 
Presider  Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, and 

raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten observance is ended, to 
renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced 
Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church. 

 
Presider  As we gather at the waters of life, do you renew your commitment to following Jesus as your Savior and 

promise to love God with all your being and your neighbor as yourself?  
People  I do. God being my helper.   
 
Deacon  Do you believe and trust in God?  
People  I believe in God Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 

Deacon  Do you believe and trust in Jesus Christ? 
People  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 

Deacon  Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?  
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   
 

Presider How will you connect to Christ in community?  
People  With God's help I will continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and 

in the prayers.  
 

Presider How will you resist evil and turn to Christ?  
People With God's help I will persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever I fall into sin, repent and return to the 

Lord.  
 

Presider How will you show Christ in your life?  
People  With God's help I will proclaim by word and example the Good News of God found in Jesus Christ.  
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Presider How will you seek and serve Christ in your life?  
People  With God's help I will seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving my neighbor as myself.  
    
Presider How will you work for the reign of Christ?  
People  With God's help I will strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 

human being.  
 
The Presider adds a concluding prayer and invites the community to touch the waters of baptism.    
Presider  God our creator, the rock of our salvation, we thank you for our new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, 

for the forgiveness of our sins, and for our fellowship in the household of faith with all those who have 
been baptized in your name; keep us faithful to the calling of our baptism, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Leader  We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity. Jesus, light of the world, bring the light and peace of 

your gospel to the nations. Jesus, Lord of life,  
People  In your mercy, hear us.  
 
Leader  Jesus, bread of life, give food to the hungry and nourish us all with your word. Jesus, Lord of life,  
People  In your mercy, hear us.  
 
Leader  Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, be with us and all who follow you in the way. Deepen our appreciation 

of your truth and fill us with your life. Jesus, Lord of life, 
 People  In your mercy, hear us.  
 
Leader  Jesus, Good Shepherd, who gave your life for the sheep, recover the straggler, bind up the injured, 

strengthen the sick, especially those we name _____ and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures. 
Jesus, Lord of life,  

People  In your mercy, hear us.  
 
Leader  Jesus, the resurrection and the life, we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in you. Raise us 

with them to eternal life. Jesus, Lord of life,  
People In your mercy, hear us, accept our prayers, and be with us always. Amen.  
The Presider adds a concluding prayer.    
 
Presider  Be present, O Risen Christ, in this your Church’s Easter praise. May we, like Mary Magdalene, the other 

Mary, and all witnesses to the resurrection see the tomb empty, and joyfully believing, walk in newness of 
life. Grant that our anthems of joy may give honor to the mystery of your redeeming love and that our 
proclamations of your victory over death may reflect the majesty of your eternal glory. In your most holy 
Name we pray.  

People  Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
Presider The Peace of Christ be always with you.  
People And also with you.  
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM 
Sung by Christ Church Cathedral Choir & Musicians  
 



15 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Bishop God is with you.     Obispo El Señor sea con ustedes. 
People  And also with you.    Pueblo Y con tu espíritu. 
Bishop Lift up your hearts.    Obispo Elevemos los corazones. 
People  We lift them to the Lord.   Pueblo Los elevamos al Señor. 
Bishop Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  Obispo Demos gracias a Dios nuestro Señor.  
People It is right to give thanks and praise.  Pueblo    Es justo darle gracias y alabanza. 

 
Presider  Thanks and praise fill our hearts, Almighty God, for you are the Lord of creation and new creation, of 

covenant and new covenant. You brought your people out of slavery to freedom in the Promised Land, 
and you brought your Son from the depth of death to the glory of resurrection life. And so we gladly 
thank you, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, singing the hymn of your unending 
praise.  

People  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in 
the highest. Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

  
Presider  Joy and gladness are our song, redeeming God, for in your conquest of death we see the destiny of every 

hope in you. Come among us in the power of your Holy Spirit, that your children may be blessed with 
power and grace, and that this bread and cu may become for us the body and blood of your Son Jesus 
Christ;  

 
Presider Who at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them saying, 

“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  
 
Presider After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples saying, 

“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 
Presider  Great  is the mystery of faith.  
People  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
Presider Hope and glory are our breath, merciful God, for you have rolled away the stone of despair, the stone of 

oppression, the stone of lament, the stone of grief, the stone of death, the stone of sine, the stone of fear. 
Come and stand among us and breathe on us your peace, breathe on us your power, breathe on us your 
eternal life, that all who labor, all who stumble, all who hunger, and all who fall shall  meet you in the 
breaking of the bread and be lifted up by your touch.  

 
Presider  Shape your church to be your risen body; make our scars beautiful like your scars, make our lives life-

giving like your life, and make our communion holy with your saints, until you come again in glory and 
we eat with you in your kingdom. Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever.  

People  Alleluia! Amen! 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Bishop  The Risen Christ is in our midst, and so standing with our sisters and brothers before us and behind us, 

let us pray in the way our Savior taught us.  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed 
be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us 
today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

 

Padre nuestro que estás en los 
cielos, Santificado sea Tu 
Nombre. Venga Tu reino. 
Hágase Tu voluntad así en la 
tierra como en el cielo. Danos 
hoy nuestro pan de cada día. 
Perdona nuestras ofensas, así 
como también nosotros 
perdonamos a los que nos 
ofenden. No nos dejes caer en 
la tentación y líbranos del mal. 
Tuyos son el reino, el poder y la 
gloria por los siglos de los siglos. 
Amen.  

 

Notre Père, qui es aux cieux, 
Que ton nom soit sanctifié, 
Que ton règne vienne, Que ta 
volonté soit faite sur la terre 
comme au ciel. Donne-nous 
aujourd'hui notre pain de ce 
jour. Pardonne-nous nos 
offences Comme nous 
pardonnons aussi à ceux qui 
nous ont offensés. Et ne nous 
soumets pas à la tentation, mais 
délivre-nous du mal, car c'est à 
toi qu'appartiennent le règne, la 
puissance et la gloire, aux 
siècles des siècles. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
A period of silence is kept. The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread saying: 
Presider Alleluia, alleluia. Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Presider God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. So come to this table… 
 
PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Gracious and Loving God, on this day we are not able to gather around your table to celebrate your presence 
in the sacrament of bread and wine. We are not able to share your peace with one another. Nevertheless, we 
lift up our hearts, we join with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven as we proclaim you holy 
and receive you into our hearts by faith. Strengthen our love for you. Help us offer our sacrifice with all your 
faithful people, that we may restore health and wholeness to one another and to all your creation. Give us 
patience and hope as we long for the day when we can gather and break bread together again. Through Christ 
our Savior. Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
After all have received communion the Presider says 
Presider  God is with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Presider  Let us pray. Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  
People   Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon;  

where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith;  
where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light;  
where there is sadness, joy.  

Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;  
to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love.  

For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;  
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Alleluia! Amen. 
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THE BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
The Bishop blesses the people.  
 
Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia!  
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
CLOSING HYMN: JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY!  
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The GREAT VIGIL of EASTER LITURGY PARTICIPANTS 
 

PRESIDER & PREACHER 
The Right Reverend Deon K. Johnson 

XI Bishop of Missouri  
 

ASSISTING CLERGY  
The Very Rev. Kathie Adams-Shepherd, Dean, Christ Church Cathedral, St. Louis 

The Venerable Rebecca Barger, Archdeacon & St. Francis, Eureka  
The Rev. David Malek, Christ Church Cathedral, St. Louis  

 
CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT 

Children & youth from throughout the Diocese of Missouri 
Choir: Grace Episcopal Church, Kirkwood  

            Phillip Brunswick, Organist & Choirmaster 
Video edited by Dianne Casey – Grace Episcopal Church, 

Kirkwood 
 

THE EXSULTET 
Choir: Christ Church Cathedral, St. Louis  

Pat Partridge, Canon Precentor Organist & Choirmaster 
 

THE STORIES OF SALVATION 
Narrator: Deborah Nelson Linck  

 Christ Church Cathedral, St. Louis 
 

THE CREATION 
Text excerpted from God’s Trombones,  

by James Weldon Johnson 
used with permission by Penguin Radom House 

 
Reader: Bernard Collier  

Grace Episcopal Church, Jefferson City 
Prayer: The Rev. Deacon Schelly Reid Levy  

Christ Episcopal Church, Rolla 

ISRAEL’S DELIVERANCE AT THE RED SEA 
Text excerpted from God’s Trombones,  

by James Weldon Johnson 
used with permission by Penguin Random House 

 
Reader: Natalie Alexander  

Trinity Episcopal Church, Kirksville 
Prayer:  Evelyn Toland 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Tower Grove/St. Louis 
 

THE VALLEY OF THE DRY BONES (EZEKIEL 37:1-14) 
Readers: Charles and Carol Brazeale – St. Paul’s 

Episcopal Church, Carondelet/St. Louis 
Prayer: The Rev. Clive Samson & The Rev. Sujanna 

Raj – Faith Christian Church of India, Ballwin 
 

GOD DWELLS WITH ISRAEL (ZEPHANIAH 3:12-20) 
Readers: Zoe, Michael & Tracie Goffe  

Trinity Episcopal Church, CWE St. Louis 
Prayer: Robert Hartzog 

 St. Thomas Deaf Episcopal Church, Kirkwood 
(voicing by Aaron Hutchings) 

 
 

 
GLORIA 

Choir: Christ Church Cathedral, St. Louis 
            Pat Partridge, Canon Precentor Organist &I Choirmaster 
Video edited by Rob Good – Christ Church Cathedral, St. Louis 

 
READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE ROMANS 6:3-11 

Mtipe Koganni – Deaconess Anne House, Old North St. Louis 
 

CARIBBEAN ALLELUIA 
Choir: Episcopal Church of the Holy Communion, University City  

            Mary Ongjico Chapman, Music Director 
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THE GOSPEL 
The Venerable Rebecca Barger – Archdeacon, Diocese of Missouri  

& Deacon at St. Francis Episcopal Church, Eureka 
The Rev. Deacon Elizabeth Bowen – Trinity Episcopal Church, St. Charles 

The Rev. Deacon Barbi Click – St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Carondelet/St. Louis 
The Rev. Deacon Deborah Goldfeder – Episcopal Church of the Advent, Crestwood/St. Louis 

The Rev. Deacon Paula Hartsfield – Grace Episcopal Church, Jefferson City 
The Rev. Deacon Chester Hines – Episcopal Church of the Holy Communion, University City 

The Rev. Deacon Harry Leip – Trinity Episcopal Church, Central West End/St. Louis 
The Rev. Deacon Dave Malek – Christ Church Cathedral, St. Louis 

The Rev. Deacon Kevin McGrane – Trinity Episcopal Church, St. James 
The Rev. Deacon Susan Naylor – Christ Church Cathedral, St. Louis 
The Rev. Deacon Schelly Reid Levy – Christ Episcopal Church, Rolla 

The Rev. Deacon Janet Schisser – Calvary Episcopal Church, Columbia 
 

Video edited by Dianne Casey – Grace Episcopal Church, Kirkwood 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Jeff Goldone – Christ Church Cathedral, St. Louis 

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM 

Choir: Christ Church Cathedral, St. Louis  
            Pat Partridge, Canon Precentor Organist &I Choirmaster 

 
SANCTUS 

Choir: Christ Church Cathedral, St. Louis 
            Pat Partridge, Canon Precentor Organist &I Choirmaster 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  

French: The Rev. Heather McCain, Calvary Church, Columbia 
Sign: Ron Selinger, St. Thomas Deaf Church, Kirkwood 

Tamil: Divya Bennett, Faith Christian Church of India, Ballwin 
Spanish: The Rev Laurie Anzilotti, St. Francis, Eureka  

English: Alisa Williams, Holy Communion, University City 
 

COMMUNION HYMN 
Choir: Christ Church Cathedral, St. Louis 

            Pat Partridge, Canon Precentor Organist &I Choirmaster 
 

CLOSING HYMN 
Choir: Christ Church Cathedral, St. Louis 

           Pat Partridge, Canon Precentor Organist &I Choirmaster 
 

MUSIC PERMISSION 
Music reprinted in this bulletin and streamed online under OneLicesnse.net #A-730970 
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